ways, the New Yorker feels he cannot afford to become involved in
crime, incurring, as a material witness sometimes does, the risk of
reprisals. The police lack co-operation from the public and must do
the whole job themselves.
Although the visitor to New York need not expect to encounter
crime, it is always possible that he might do so. The taxicab, for ex-
ample,is not always the symbol of pampered safety that it is in London.
For an escort in London to bid good-night to a girl with the phrase,
"I'll see you into a cab", has become almost a convention. Danger
may even now sometimes lurk in a New York cab, where crooked
drivers have been known in the early hours of the morning to tear
the earrings from the lobes of the fares' ears. To neglect to see a girl
home in New York thus becomes something more than discourteous.
Even before the war, many reasons had been advanced for the
prevalence of crimes with violence in New York. The extremes of
weather have been blamed, along with the cinema, lack of religion,
and lust for wealth. New York has always been, to a certain extent,
a disorganized community. A great influx of immigrants, expecting
to see streets paved with gold, only found much poverty and little
protection in the general fight for wealth. The desire for, and the
advantages of, riches were so great that these immigrants, with no
feeling of responsibility to this new country and no fear of the
legislation of their distant homelands, joined in the increasing cor-
ruption. Immigration is now on a smaller scale, but the children of
many foreign groups, reared in appalling tenement sections, playing
in the streets, having inadequate schooling and vocational guidance,
suffering from the harshest extremes of poverty and filth, have an
environmental brand marked upon them which is undoubtedly the
major cause of both juvenile and adult crimes. The desire for gold
leads to corruption in politics, in the police force and in the court
room.
So much violence seems oddly paradoxical in America, which does
so much in many ways to prevent pain and suffering. Her dentists
are the kindest, her maternity homes the most humane. There are
a million cures for headaches and indigestion. Material comforts
abound in hotels, railways and homes. Yet Americans loathe crime
as heartily as anyone. If conditions exist which produce it in brutal
intensity, the blame must be placed on the social economy.
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